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SOUNDS » JOSHUA RICH

STANDING ROOM ONLY
« The Starlingtons “kick the alt out of alt-country” as 
they perform country classics and their own original tunes. 
With Casey Neill. Backstage: 9 p.m. Black Cat, 1811 14th 
St. NW, Washington. $7. 202-667-7960, blackcatdc.com, 
myspace.com/starlingtons.
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HAPPY RETURNS
The Examiner helps you map out 
your  happy hour itinerary:

MONDAY
Union Street Public House
121 S. Union St., Alexandria
703-548-1785
» 4 to 7 p.m.: All draft beers are 
$2; $2.50 house wines; discount-
ed appetizers

Agraria Restaurant
3000 K St. NW
202-298-0003
» 4 to 9 p.m.: $3 Artisan domes-
tic bottles (only at bar and lounge) 
1/2 priced specialty cocktails

TUESDAY
18th Amendment
613 Pennsylvania Ave. SE
202-543-3622
» 4 to 8 p.m.: $2.50 Yuengling & 
Bud Light pints; $4 Jacobs Creek 
wines. $3 well drinks (down-
stairs). 
» All night: $2 Miller High Life 
bottles (downstairs). 1/2 price 
pizza

Buffalo Wing University
10312 Willard Way, Fairfax
703-273-6336
» 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.: $7 domestic 
pitchers, $8 import pitcher

WEDNESDAY
Stetsons
1610 U St. NW
202-667-6295
» 4:30 to 8 p.m.: $2.50 rail 
drinks and miller drafts; addi-
tional drinks specials; half-price 
turkey burgers

Duffy’s Irish Restaurant & Pub
2106 Vermont Ave. NW
202-265-3413
» All day until 7 p.m.: $2 bot-
tles of Stella, Harp, Corona, Red 
Stripe, Heineken, Bud, Miller Lite; 
$4 Pilsner Urquell drafts

THURSDAY
La Tasca Arlington
2900 Wilson Blvd., Arlington
703-812-9120
» 4 to 7 p.m.: $3 draft beer, san-
gria, house wine; $12 bottles of 
wine; $13 pitchers of sangria; $5 
Margaritas and Cosmos; $2.50 
happy hour food menu. 
» Until 9 p.m.: 1/2 price sangria 
pitchers

Union Jack’s
9615 St. Elmo Ave., Bethesda
301-652-2561
» 7 p.m. to close: Ladies Night 
with $3 flavored Martinis, Cos-
mos and Yeungling pints.

FRIDAY
Rock Bottom Brewery Arlington
4238 Wilson Blvd., Arlington
703-516-7688
» All day until 9 p.m.: Bigger than 
Pint Day — Buy a 23 oz. beer for 
$5.95, you keep the glass plus 
get $3 refills ($4 after 9 p.m.)

Cafe Asia
1550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington
703-741-0870
» 4 to 7:30 p.m.: $2 Drafts- Mill-
er Lite, Ichiban, Sam Adams & 
Sam Adams seasonal, Bass Ale; 
Saki- $1.75 small, $3.50 large; 
$2 appetizers (bar only)

NEW YORK — Members of a 
1980s funk and disco group hit 
a sour note in their attempt to 
break the world record for the 
largest kazoo ensemble, falling 
short of the 2,600 impromptu 
musicians needed.

Organizers were hoping to 
sign up 3,000 impromptu players 
for the evening attempt in Har-
lem, which was led by the female 
vocalists of Skyy. Its 1980 song 
“Skyyzoo” featured the sound 
of kazoos being played for some 

gentle backup.
That backup still managed to 

get louder Thursday, with more 
than 2,000 amateur musicians 
turning out for the concert.

The current kazoo record 
was set last New Year’s Eve in 
Rochester, where 2,600 kazoo-
ers gathered to play shortly be-
fore midnight. 

Before that, The Quincy Park 
Band had held the record for 
gathering 1,791 players in Quin-
cy, Ill., in 2004. – AP

Singers fail to build largest kazoo band

By Emily Cary
Special to the Examiner

Joshua Rich brings his cross-gen-
erational show to Live! On Woodrow 
Wilson Plaza for a potpourri of his 
tuneful, witty songs for all ages. A 
master on the keyboard of jazz, rock 
and classical styles, he writes lyrics 
that tickle the funny bone one min-
ute and propel the listener to save 
mankind the next.

“My show on the plaza will be 
an upbeat hybrid program that in-
cludes humorous kid songs, jazz for 
the adults, some classics and orig-
inal songs with an environmental 
emphasis,” he says. “I’ll also include 
a few pieces from ‘it’s a global thing,’ 
my new multicultural CD, and from 
my upcoming album about being a 
dad. I love watching kids develop 
musically. They are the future.”

Often, local PTAs engage Rich to 
work with children in their school, 
sometimes in residencies during 
which he writes a musical play 
based on the curriculum. The cul-
minating activity is the student per-
formance of his work.

His song and album titles are 
unique in that they all appear in 
lower case. This touch reflects his 
admiration of the gentleness, sim-
plicity and subtleness of poet e. e. 
cummings. He wrote “hold on” for 
the American Cancer Society’s re-

lay for life, “best of me” for a friend’s 
wedding, “gonna get a haircut” to 
remove a childhood fear of the bar-
ber and “trying vegetables” to ease 
qualms at the dinner table.

“The first song I wrote was ‘try-
ing vegetables’ at age 12, and it’s still 
a favorite of my audiences,” he says. 
“Adults and kids both like it because 
the lyrics are fun and it’s written in a 
style reminiscent of The Beatles.

“I was inspired to write ‘talking 
to furniture’ when a friend asked me 
to paint some furniture and I traded 
the work for child care. Upon find-
ing myself talking to the furniture, 
I began writing songs that became 
a symbol of different personal rela-
tionships, some coming together, 
others falling apart.”

Now a resident of the Washing-
ton area, Rich grew up in subur-
ban Boston admiring the styles of 
such diverse artists as Scott Joplin, 
Gershwin, Mozart and The Beatles. 
Along with performing, composing, 
conducting and arranging music, he 
has served as musical director for 
gala events featuring such celebri-
ties as composer/conductor Mar-
vin Hamlisch, Sen. Hillary Clinton 
and actor Peter Ustinov. Following 
his appearance at Twins Lounge 
Jazz Club in D.C. on Aug. 23, he will 
begin broadcasting on XM Satel-
lite Radio’s Kids Channel so fami-
lies can enjoy listening together as 
they travel in the car.

“Music is crucial to everyone, 
even though they may not know it,” 
he says. “I could make a strong case 
for bringing music and the arts in 
general to schools and the world. 
Music is invaluable in healing and 
in conveying joy, happiness and the 
feeling that anything is possible.”

Musician brings songs for all ages
IF YOU GO
Pianist/composer Joshua Rich 
» Venue: Live! On Woodrow Wil-
son Plaza
» Time: Noon to 1:30 p.m. today
» Tickets: Free
» Information: Live@itcdc.com 

Joshua Rich – Courtesy photo

TOURS
» “Encompassing the Globe: 
Portugal and the World in the 
16th and 17th Centuries” 
The Freer Gallery of Art and 
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery is 
offering a guided tour of the 
special exhibition “Encom-
passing the Globe: Portu-
gal and the World in the 16th 
and 17th Centuries.” 
Info: 1:15 p.m. Free. Jeffer-
son Drive and 12th Street 
SW. Call 202-357-2700 or 
visit www.asia.si.edu.

CITY ACTIVITY
» Filmmaking workshop
The National Museum of 
Women in the Arts and film-
maker Rebecca Devlin are 
hosting a weeklong film-
making workshop for teens, 
where they can develop, 
shoot and edit their own 
short digital movie to show 
to family and friends.
Info: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free, reser-
vations required. 1250 New 
York Ave. NW. Call 202-783-
7370 or visit www.nmwa.
org.
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